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What is DATA? 

A Microsoft Excel-based district-level tool that- 
• Acknowledges importance of contextual 

factors in effective anemia control 
• Identifies gaps, enablers, and barriers to 

addressing risk factors that lead to anemia 
• Assists with prioritization of district-level 

anemia interventions 
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What can DATA do for your districts? 

• Increase understanding 
about anemia and its 
multiple causes 

• Use existing data to 
improve implementation 
of anemia-related 
activities 

• Highlight availability and 
quality of existing data, 
and encourage future 
data collection 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Talking points�Generate awareness around anemia’s multifactorical nature
Improve understanding of what drives anemia in a specific district
Emphasize the need for multisectoral coordination of efforts




Audience 

District level stakeholders across sectors 

4 

AGRICULTURE 

DISEASE CONTROL 

REPRODUCTIVE HEALTH 

EDUCATION 

NUTRITION 

WASH 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
District level sectors sitting around a table

Also present – local NGOs, international agencies, other implementing partners



Approach 

Two-day facilitated 
workshop involving 
district-level stakeholders 
from:  
• Health  
• Water/sanitation 
• Agriculture 
• Education 
• Local NGOs 
• Other implementing partners – international NGOs 5 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Talking points: 
District-level actors use DATA to:
Answer quantitative and qualitative questions about factors related anemia within the district
Review the outputs of the survey in two dashboards
Identify and prioritize actions that can help to alleviate anemia in the district



Approach: In a 2-day facilitated workshop, district-level actors use DATA to:
Answer quantitative and qualitative questions about factors related anemia within the district
DATA converts data from the questionnaires to snapshots of anemia and risk factor prevalence, and sectoral-level anemia programming in the district
Review the outputs of the survey in two dashboards
Identify and prioritize actions that can help to alleviate anemia in the district
Accompanying User and Facilitator Guides provide detailed guidance for this process




Original Tool Used for Testing in Ghana 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Talking points:
Questionnaires populate dashboard



Testing in Ghana: Successes 

Participant Voices 
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“The workshop was 
multi-sectoral, which 

has given me the 
opportunity to learn 
from other sectors.” 

“DATA helps point 
out gaps and 
challenges in 
implementation 
and even in data 
availability and 
quality”  

“When data is 
inputted, it easily 
generates where 
you are! So that 
interventions 
can be 
implemented to 
address the 
problem.” 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Talking points:
August 2015: SPRING tested the acceptability of the tool in Kumbungu district in northern Ghana
The tool underwent “ground-truthing” at a half-day workshop at the regional level in Tamale, followed by a two-day district workshop
The field test demonstrated that DATA meets its objective to increase awareness about the multi-factorial causes of anemia and the need for a multi-sectoral effort to prevent and control it : See quotes.
It also highlighted availability and quality of existing data, and encouraged future data collection: see quotes.




 
“There are so many 
questions and a lot to be 
talked about.” 

 
 

Testing in Ghana: Improvements 

Questions 
reduced from 

89 to 48. 
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Testing in Ghana: Improvements 
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“Qualitative analysis is 

good…” 
 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Adding a qualitative component, when data is not available, was well received




Testing in Ghana: Improvements 
• Prioritization exercise required 

more structure 
• Additional input on commodity 

availability, funding, provider 
skills/training, client demand 
needed 

• Required balance between 
customization to the local context 
and applicability across settings 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Talking points: 
DATA output is useful to prioritize anemia action, but additional input—commodity availability, funding, provider skills/training, client demand needed. These features added to excel tool after Ghana testing
Balance between need to customize the tool to each district’s context and applicability across various districts and countries





New and Improved Dashboard - Overview 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Once the survey questions have been answered, the prevalence and risk facto data can be viewed on overview dashboard




New and Improved Dashboard - Findings 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Once the survey questions have been answered, the program data can be viewed on the findings dashboards by program area
This information can be used to identify issues and prioritize actions




Additional Testing and Rollout 
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Uganda: Revised DATA package piloted in two districts and 
planned for one more district 

Nepal: Revised DATA package piloted in one district 

 

Ghana: Plans to rollout DATA to 15 districts in the Northern        
and Upper East regions 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
In Uganda (testing) : Namutumba and Arua districts.
In Nepal (testing): Kapilavastu district.
In Ghana (rollout): Northern and Upper East regions.

Talking points:
Uganda
August 2016: Full DATA package (excel-based tool, Facilitator’s guide and User’s guide) tested in two districts 
Nepal
September 2016: Full DATA package piloted in Kapilvastu District. 
Potential for scale-up to other districts in PY6 with the support of UNICEF
Ghana
In PY6: Under the leadership of Nutrition Department of the Regional Health Directorate, SPRING plans to support DATA rollout to 15 districts in Ghana where SPRING has a local presence: Northern, Upper East, and Upper West regions.



https://www.spring-nutrition.org/publications/tools/district-
assessment-tool-anemia-data 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Webpage: https://www.spring-nutrition.org/publications/tools/district-assessment-tool-anemia-data

The Tool and its Facilitator and User Guides are available at the link



Thank you! 
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