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Background 

• USAID Bureau for Food Security (BFS) has added a 
new nutrition-sensitive agriculture indicator for 
Feed the Future-funded activities, in 2014 

https://www.feedthefuture.gov/sites/default/files/resource/files/ftf_handbook_indicators_
october2014.pdf 

• Agriculture-Nutrition Pathways  
 

 
 

https://www.feedthefuture.gov/sites/default/files/resource/files/ftf_handbook_indicators_october2014.pdf
https://www.feedthefuture.gov/sites/default/files/resource/files/ftf_handbook_indicators_october2014.pdf




Feed the Future Indicators 



Agriculture-Nutrition Pathways  

1. Headey, D., Chiu, A., & Kadiyala, S. (2011). Agriculture’s role in the Indian enigma: Help or hindrance to the undernutrition crisis?: IFPRI 
discussion paper 01085. Washington, DC: IFPRI. 

2. Kadiyala S, Harris J, Headey D, Yosef S, Gillespie S., Agriculture and nutrition in India: mapping evidence to pathways., Ann N Y Acad Sci. 
2014 Dec;1331:43-56. 
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Introduction 



Indicator 

• Title: 
Total quantity of targeted nutrient-rich value chain 
commodities (NRVCC) produced by direct beneficiaries 
that is set aside for home consumption (RiA) 

• Definition: 
This is a beneficiary-based outcome indicator for 
nutrition-sensitive value chain interventions that aim in 
part to improve nutrition through increased consumption 
of a nutrient-rich value chain commodity among direct 
beneficiary households ( following the “own production to 
food consumption” agriculture to nutrition pathway.)  



Criteria 

1. Bio-fortified 
2. Legume, nut, or seed 
3. Animal-sourced food, including dairy products, eggs, 

organ meat, flesh foods, and other miscellaneous 
small animal protein 

4. Dark yellow or orange-fleshed root or tuber 
5. Fruit or vegetable that meets the threshold for being 

a “high source” of one or more micronutrients on a 
per 100 gram basis 

(vitamin A, thiamin, riboflavin, niacin, vitamin B6, folate, vitamin C, calcium, iron, and zinc) 



Research 



Question 

• Identifying challenges and possible solutions to the 
collection of data for the new NRVCC Indicator as 
part of the data already being collected for 
reporting on the Gross Margin indicator.  
oCan the methods IPs currently use for GM be adapted 

to capture the NRVCC data?? 
 

 



Approaches 

• Desk and literature review  
• Key Informant Interviews (KIIs)  
• Technical Advisory Group (TAG) 
• Field Work:  

oKey informant interviews 
oObservations 
oFocus group discussions 
oDocument review 
oCollective analysis exercise   
o In-brief and out-brief 



Field work (2015)  



Findings 
&  
Results 
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Timing of Data Collection  

• The agricultural calendar and data collection and 
reporting cycle are not always aligned.  

• Timing should take into consideration the 
perishability and harvest characteristics of NRVCCs 
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A Complex Time Dimension 

Past  
 

•Quantity of NRVCC harvested already 
consumed at home 

Future 
(Only for NRVCCs 

that can be  
stored) 

•Quantity of NRVCC harvest set aside 
for future consumption at home 
(including dried, cured, etc.) 
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Measurements 

• Standard measurement units (metric) versus 
traditional measurement units.  

• Conversion table may not necessarily capture the 
actual weight in the traditional containers / units 
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IPs’ Data collection approaches 

• Sampling scheme   
• Data collection frequency  
• Enumerators 
• Data source 
• Instruments 



• The summation of past and future consumption  
• Disaggregation of data at the commodity level 
• A higher quantity of already consumed and/or set 

aside for home consumption is desirable, 
however,  
oConsumption of a particular NRVCC will likely plateau  
oComparing data across time need to consider other 

factors that will influence consumption  
 

 
 
 

Reporting and Interpretation 

 





• NRVCC indicator direct linkage with the total 
production (TP) data point of Gross Margin 

• Data collection does not impose a significant 
additional collection and reporting burden for IPs 

• NRVCC set aside ≠ total production (TP) – quantity 
sold (QS) 

• Unique challenges related to perishability and 
harvest characteristics 
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Key Takeaways 



This presentation is made possible by the generous support of the American people through the United States Agency for International 
Development (USAID) and Feed the Future, the U.S. Government’s global hunger and food security initiative, under the terms of the 
Cooperative Agreement AID-OAA-A-11-00031 (SPRING), managed by JSI Research & Training Institute, Inc. (JSI). The contents are the 
responsibility of JSI and the authors, and do not necessarily reflect the views of USAID or the U.S. Government. 

Thank you!  
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